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Local Farms Part of Durham Culinary Recognition
North Durham’s Elodie Farms Sells Cheeses to Local Restaurants
 
Places like Elodie Farms are evolving to help fuel Durham’s culinary reputation. Culinary tourism is about more than 
restaurants. People want to explore local foods and food traditions.  Some say you can even taste differences in products 
grown locally.
 
A culinary reputation like Durham’s is a key ingredient wrapped by DCVB into 
the destination’s overall identity and involves not only noted chefs and 
restaurants, but food festivals, local coffee roasters, vineyards and wineries, 
bakeries, farms and markets, and locally and regionally grown foods.
 
In a recent survey of U.S. leisure travelers sponsored by Gourmet magazine, 
the Travel Industry Association, and the International Culinary Tourism 
Association, 60% say they are interested in participating in such food-related 
activities, with 46% traveling specifically for food and wine-related reasons, 
while another 26% were accidental tourists who enjoyed culinary activities 
available in the destination.
 
Elodie Farms, located in northern Durham County’s Rougemont community, 
produces a wide variety of farmstead goat’s milk cheeses such as chevre, 
feta, camembert, and hard cheeses. Founded in 2004, the 21-acre farm sells 
its cheeses to local restaurants and area farmers’ markets. 
 
Additionally, Elodie Farms hosts monthly Dinners on the Porch from April 
through December, where noted area chefs such as Aaron Benjamin of Pop’s, A Durham Trattoria prepare a menu using 
cheeses produced there on the farm.
 

Elodie Farm cheeses are but a few of the locally grown items 
available at the weekly Durham Farmer’s Market, held in Downtown’s 
Durham Central Park each Saturday from 8-noon. Many of the items 
at the market make their ways onto the menus at Magnolia Grill, Rue 
Cler, and other local establishments.

 
Durham County Government has an active program, the Durham Farmland Protection Advisory Committee, to preserve 
Durham’s farm heritage. Durham recently won a grant of nearly $1 million from the federal Farm and Ranchlands Protection 
Program—the largest conservation easement ever granted to North Carolina--for protecting the 918-acre Little Mountain Farm 
from future development. 
 
Though home to North Carolina’s 4th-biggest city and with the 17th-smallest square mileage among the state’s 100 counties, 
Durham still maintains many pastoral areas, such as the North Carolina Scenic By-Ways in north and western Durham, Eno 
River State Park, Rollingview State Recreational Area, and other rural or natural escapes.
 
On average, culinary travelers spend $1,194 per trip, with $425 going towards food-related activities, underscoring the 
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economic importance of preserving Durham’s farms. 
 
RELATED ARTICLES:
 
Vote for Durham in Food & Wine Survey [June 26, 2007] 
Durham One of Five Towns Nominated for Love of Food
 
Digging Into Culinary Tourism in Durham [July 11, 2006] 
New Farmers’ Market Pavilion Will Add Another Dimension to Culinary Tourism Product
 
Farmland Districts Add to Sense of Place [April 18, 2006]
Voluntary County Program Preserves County’s Character
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Durham Draws 5.46 Million Visitors in 2006
Visitation Up Nearly 4% Over 2005
 
In 2006, Durham hosted 5.46 million visitors, 3.9% more than in 2005, according to 
tracking done by D.K. Shifflet & Associates Ltd. Visitors from 50 miles away or less, 
considered day trippers, rose 2.4% over last year, while visitors from 50 miles or 
more grew by 6.1%. Overall, this is 22 visitors for every man, woman, and child 
living in Durham. 
 
Visitor expenditures in 2006 grew by 6% to $575.5 million, including $48.4 million in 
local tax revenue. Visitors generate jobs and spending, offsetting the tax burden on 
residents—all without requiring as much infrastructure as other forms of economic 
development.
 
At the same time, this visitor volume sustains dining, shopping, and entertainment 
options, festivals, sports, golf courses, historic preservation, and visual and 
performing arts that residents enjoy but couldn’t sustain alone.
 
Visitors are now a bigger part of Durham County’s Gross Product than tourists are 
of the State of North Carolina overall.
 
Predominantly Durham visitors are three-to-one leisure travelers over business 
including convention travel. While Durham outperforms market share for business and conventions, its growth potential is in 
leisure travel.
 
 
RELATED ARTICLES:
 
Durham’s 50+ Visitor Volume Sees Highest Increase Since ‘99 [May 22, 2007] 
Leisure Travelers Stay Longer, Business Travelers Shorten Visits
 
Durham Comprised 2.7% of NC”s Population, Produced Nearly 5% of Gross Product in ‘05 [May 8, 2007]
Visitor Spending Accounts for Slightly More of Durham County’s Gross Product than State Average
 
Zeroing In On Day Trip Visitors: 0-50 Miles [May 31, 2006] 
Study Provides Clues to Understanding and Reaching Valuable Consumers
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1892: Blue Denim and Blue Devils
By John Schelp
 
Before there was Durham, there was Pin Hook.
 
Pin Hook was located on the ridge between the Neuse and Cape Fear basins in what's now called Old West Durham (100 yards 
southwest of the former Erwin Mills area off Ninth Street). It served as a traveler's rest between Hillsborough and Raleigh. 
 
According to historical lore, Pin Hook attracted the shiftless of society, addicted to all sorts of vices and attracting others of 
their ilk. The settlement included a lodging house, camping grove, brothels, and grog shops for travelers.
 
One hundred years ago, W.S. Lockhart wrote that Pin Hook was, "known as a place of brawls and rough-and-tumble fights, 
drinking, gambling and other forms of amusement, where the natives and visitors met to have a rough, roaring, and to them, 
glorious time."
 

One of the earliest photographs taken of Erwin Mills, this image was 
captured from where Pin Hook once stood. Note the dirt road crossing 
the railroad tracks and the grape arbors. West Durham Methodist 
Church (far right) is now the Ninth Street BP station. 

Then came 1892 -- the most important date in the history of 
West Durham. It marked the twin arrivals of Erwin Cotton 
Mills and Trinity College.
 
Pin Hook, and Durham, would be forever changed. 
 
Up on Mill Hill, the steady noise of the cotton looms hummed 
throughout the tidy mill village. Making denim and sheets, the 
mill discharged its hot, soapy water into the creek, leaving the 
entire neighborhood smelling like a Laundromat. When the 
noise stopped on Sundays, West Durham seemed 
unnaturally still. 
 
Mill managers, like William Erwin and E.K. Powe, walked 
through the mill village and stopped to talk to the workers in 
their yards and on their front porches.
 
Folks were invited to band concerts in Erwin Park. 
 
Workers were given rose bushes to plant in their yards, and many still bloom in Old West Durham. 
 
Neighbors watched the mill’s baseball team beat its cross-town rivals at the old ball field at West Main and Broad (where Mad 
Hatter's is today). Then they'd sit on the porch until it was cool enough to retire. 
 
In the distance, you could hear the train whistle. 
 
Times were booming.
 
Meanwhile, Trinity College president Braxton Craven was arguing strenuously for moving his struggling school from 
Randolph County to an urban center. 
 
He acknowledged the presence of "bawdy houses in the city" but said it was worse back in the village of Randolph 
County. Craven appealed to the Methodist Conference to "deliver Trinity College, this child of Providence, from the bondage of its 
birthplace and thus lead it out into the open world of grander opportunity."
 
According to William K. Boyd, Duke professor of history, the "college was in bad financial condition, and there was talk of closing 
its doors" in the late 1800s. 
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By 1892, Trinity's new president John Crowell shared the belief that if the school were to survive the rapidly changing conditions 
of the new South, it had to move from its old campus -- which was at least five miles from the nearest railroad, telegraph, 
and telephone. 
 
Durham resident Julian Shakespeare Carr was one of those who "came to the rescue." Carr was perhaps the most important 
person in the early history of the college. In fact, Carr, along with two men from Winston, "assumed entire financial responsibility 
for the institution."
 
"In such a way," wrote Professor Boyd, "the institution was saved from complete collapse." 
 
In 1892, Carr donated his racetrack and park for what is now East Campus. Durham resident Washington Duke donated money. 
 
Thus, Trinity College arrived in Durham in a railroad car carrying the old college bell, clock, office safe, and several books. A 
handful of students and faculty also made the trip. The college’s cow arrived later (on foot).
 
Had the little school remained in Randolph County, it would likely not have survived the unexpected national 
economic depression of 1893. With a "newer outlook” and the generosity of Durham residents, the college grew. Its monetary 
value easily increased over ten times after its relocation.
 
After the move to Durham, the editor of the Trinity Archive wrote of the college's "incomparably greater advantage to all 
concerned than ever before." 
 
Indeed, the faculty and student body expanded. As the college grew, Durham citizens took up a collection to pay for 
Southgate dorm, in memory of the Durham businessman.
 
Then, in 1924, another Durham citizen, James 'Buck' Duke, gave the college $40 million. The college changed its name to Duke 
University, bought the Rigsbee family farm (south of the Erwin Mill village), and started building West Campus.
 
Many of the Italian stonecutters who built Duke Chapel lived in West Durham. And the ravine where the Rigsbee's kept their pigs 
is now Duke's football stadium -- site of the 1942 Rose Bowl. 
 
Near the college was the African-American settlement of Brookstown with some residents working in the tobacco factory and 
Erwin Mills while others worked at the Fitzgerald family brickyards – one of Durham's largest black-owned businesses. Many of 
Durham's factories and mills were built using Fitzgerald bricks. 
 
Thirty years ago, the mill village that surrounded Erwin Mills in Old West Durham began to fall on hard times. 
 
In the 1970s, a number of businesses in the shopping district closed. The new expressway and Duke's new Central Campus 
destroyed 450 mill houses and the neighborhood's two parks. In 1986, Erwin Mills, the economic engine of the community, shut 
its doors. The neighborhood had hit rock bottom. 
 
But today, Old West Durham is enjoying a steadfast renaissance that still respects its history. Ninth Street is now home to 
an eclectic assortment of local shops and restaurants. 
 
Neighbors are getting sidewalks, street lights, and traffic circles built, saving old mill houses from being torn down, and working 
closely with developers on quality in-fill projects that don't undermine the community. 
 
There have been several clean-ups at the old mill cemetery where white and African-American workers are buried side-by-side -- 
and where three children, who died when Duke Chapel was being built, are buried under markers made of Duke stone.
 
Old West Durham, once known as Pin Hook, is a place where you actually know your neighbors -- and where you can stroll out 
your door for a cup of coffee and bump into Doug Marlette, Michael Jordan, or Madonna.
 
With its colorful past, it's still a place where the front porch is used for visiting with neighbors, where you can still hear a train 
whistle -- and Blue Devil football games -- and where the roses still bloom. 
 
John Schelp is president of the Old West Durham Neighborhood Association. More West Durham and Duke history, including 
where Elvis and Madonna lived, can be found at www.owdna.org
 

http://www.owdna.org/
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Reprinted with permission.
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Knowbulls
Recent Changes, Promotions, and Awards
 
Reasons to Believe – Durham, Where Great Things Happen
Local Awards & Recognitions
Events & Happenings
Promotions, Staff & Board Changes
New Businesses & New Developments
Changes & Renovations to Durham Businesses & Organizations
 
To submit a Durham news tip or announcement, email brian@durham-cvb.com. 
 
 
Reasons to Believe – Durham, Where Great Things Happen
 

●     The Durham, N.C., Metropolitan Statistical Area ranks 12th nationally in PhDs and 8th for graduate degrees overall 
and leads the state and the South in each category per population 25 and older. 

●     According to the U.S. Census, Durham was the nation's 45th-fastest growing city, with a 2.1% increase over last 
year. 

●     A recipe from Durham's Foster's Market was featured in the July edition of Bon Appetit.
●     Cree co-founder John Edmond has been named one of the 50 Who Matter Now by Business 2.0. 
●     Durham’s Dillard's Bar-B-Que House has been mentioned in a recent Wall Street Journal article entitled "The Best 

Barbecue."
●     Durham's East Regional Library and North Regional Library building projects have both earned Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design (LEED) certification through the U.S. Green Building Council’s Green Building Rating 
System. 

●     Durham County received $1 million to preserve Little Mountain Farm from development from the Federal Farm and 
Ranchlands Protection Program, the largest grant ever given by the program to North Carolina.

●     Duke guard Martynas Pocius earned a spot on the 10-member 2007 All-Atlantic Coast Conference Academic Men's 
Basketball Team. 

●     Susan Rosenthal of Merrill Lynch was recognized in Barron's as one of the Top 100 Women Financial Advisors.
●     Curves has named North Duke Crossing franchisee Liz Goodwin Franchisee of the Year for the Southeastern 

Region.
●     Mal King and Sharon Thompson have been inducted into The General Practice Hall of Fame of the North Carolina 

Bar Association.
●     Magnolia Grill, Washington Duke Inn and Golf Club, Sarah P. Duke Gardens, and the Nasher Museum of Art at 

Duke University have all been cited in Patricia Schulz’ new book, “1,000 Places to See Before You Die: U.S. and 
Canada.”

 
 

Local Awards & Recognitions

●     Kevin Wood, of Coldwell Banker Howard Perry & Walston's South Square office, has earned the designation of 
"certified real estate success coach," one of only two managing brokers in Durham to hold this designation.

●     Skanska USA Building Inc. has won the Green Office Award from the Raleigh News & Observer.
●     North Carolina Central University and Duke University have both established Academically and/or Intellectually 

Gifted (AIG) licensure programs to qualify many more Durham Public Schools teachers in advanced instruction.
●     The Triangle Transit Authority has honored Durham businesses CATO Research, Triangle Orthopaedic Associates, 
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BD Technologies, Blue Cross & Blue Shield of North Carolina, RTI International, Bayer CropScience, CIIT Centers 
for Health Research, BASF, and NIEHS for encouraging their employees not to commute to work alone.

Events & Happenings

●     Durham Parks & Recreation is conducting a survey on new park signage during the months of July and August. Click 
here to participate. 

●     In recognition of Motorcycle and Scooter Ride-to-Work Day July 18, the City of Durham will offer free parking for 
motorcycles and scooters at the five city-owned parking decks.

●     The Durham Affordable Housing Coalition will host a series of free home ownership workshops July 23-25, from 10 am 
to 12:30 pm or 6 pm to 8:30 pm. To pre-register, call 683-1185, extension 41. 
 

 
Promotions, Staff & Board Changes
 

●     Delphine Sellars has been named director of the Durham County Cooperative Extension.
●     Gill Feltis has been hired by CKS Kitchens & Design as commercial division director.
●     Benjamin Abram, Jack Bovender, Ben Kennedy, Elizabeth Kiss, Marguerite Kondracke, Michael Marsicano, and 

Ann Pelham have been appointed to the Duke University Board of Trustees.
●     Skanska USA Building Inc. has hired Michael Daye as a computer-aided drafting and design engineer, Patrick Dunn as 

an assistant superintendent, Winter Kilgore as a document central engineer, Henry Sockbeson, IV as a project 
engineer, and Emmanuel Yelverton as project engineer. 

●     Sue Rasmussen has been promoted to deputy director of education foundation for Eno River Media Production. 
●     Karol Krotki, a senior research statistician at RTI International, has been elected president-elect of the 1,000-member 

Washington Statistical Society, the largest chapter of the American Statistical Association. 
●     Durham attorneys John Bowers and Bill Lambe, Jr., have been elected to three-year terms on the board of directors of 

Legal Aid of North Carolina.
●     Jeanne Bishop has been named principal at E.K. Powe Elementary School of Arts and Science.
●     Norris Tolson has been named president and chief executive officer of the North Carolina Biotechnology Center.

 
 

New Businesses & New Developments
 

●     Starbucks is now open at Willowdale Shopping Center on Guess Road and Parkwest Shopping Center at the corner 
of NC 54 and NC 55. 

●     Golden Nails, Family Dollar, and Aaron Rents and Sells Furniture are slated to open at Riverview Shopping Center 
on N. Roxboro Road.

●     Blu Seafood & Bar has opened at 2002 Hillsborough Road.
●     The North Carolina General Assembly has extended the additional 0.25% N.C. sales and use tax until August 1.
●     Omar’s Italian Restaurant has opened at Parkwest Shopping Center.
●     C.M. Herndon Park has opened on Scott King Road.
●     A new, four-mile stretch of Interstate 540 from NC 55 near Morrisville to Interstate 40 in Durham has opened and will be 

called NC 540.
●     Viget Labs is now open as 908 W. Main Street Downtown.

 
 

Changes & Renovations to Durham Businesses & Organizations
 

●     Gi Gi's French Dry Cleaners has opened at its new location, 3808 N. Duke Street.
●     American Airlines will begin non-stop service from London’s Heathrow Airport to RDU on March 30, 2008.
●     High Strung Violins & Guitars has relocated to 1116 Broad Street.
●     Duke University Health Systems,which includes Duke University Medical Center and Durham Regional Hospital 

went 100% tobacco-free as of Independence Day. 
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●     The Durham Bulls, Major League Baseball, and the North Carolina Department of Transportation have agreed to 
create a special Durham Bulls version of the North Carolina license plate if the Bulls get an initial commitment of 300 
plates. To download an application, click here. 

●     Craig Davis Properties has purchased Durham Centre in Downtown Durham.
●     Giorgios Hospitality Group is now directing the Nasher Museum Café.  
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Image Watch – Current Issues & Updates
Defending Durham's Brand/Identity & Celebrating Great Things
 
SOME CURRENT ISSUES  

•         Barry-Wehmiller Design Group, Inc. – misused term “Raleigh-Durham” Resolved
•         Mid-Atlantic Newspaper & Marketing Executives (NAME) – misused “Raleigh” as location 
of Durham conference

Resolved

•         10best.com website – using out-of-date information about Durham Resolved
•         Raleigh Metro Magazine – humor stereotyping Downtown Durham for crime Resolved
•         City-data.com – displays housing not representative of Durham In Progress
•         Business Leader Media – launched the misleading domain Raleighdurham.com In Progress
•         The Park Guide (Business Leader) – holding events called “Breakfast in the Park” in 
Raleigh

In Progress

•         Esuites, Inc. – misusing term “Raleigh-Durham, RTP” In Progress
•         Midwest Connect – misused “Raleigh” meaning the airport name In Progress
•         Turner Publishing Company – misusing “Raleigh-Durham” in new book In Progress
•         Google – “Hertz Local Edition, Durham, NC” maps to Raleigh, NC In Progress
•         IHG website – misusing “Raleigh-Durham” in a “City Guide” In Progress
•         Hotwire.com – misusing the term “Raleigh-Durham” In Progress
•         SmithGroup – misusing “Raleigh-Durham” for American Tobacco Campus location In Progress
•         Fast Company – misusing “Raleigh-Durham” as the name of a city in a regional ranking In Progress
•         The Business Clinic of Raleigh-Durham – misused airport name as locator In Progress
•         Priceline.com – misusing “Raleigh” to refer to the airport In Progress
•         Raleigh Associated Press Bureau – continuing to dateline stories originating from Durham 
as “Raleigh”

In Progress

•         WRAL.com – borderline racist comments logged on story In Progress
  
  

 
To enlist with nearly 200 residents to help identify, address, and reverse misperceptions about Durham, sign up for Durham 
Image Watch at www.durhamimagewatch.com. 
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Durham Community Event Calendar
Searchable Durham Community Event Calendar and 3-Week Snapshots of Upcoming Durham Events
 
 
Click the following links for lists of things to see and do in Durham from July 12–July 26:
 

 
Festivals 

 

 
Performing Arts

 
Museums & Exhibits

 
Nightlife 

 

 
Sports

 
Lifestyle/Literary Events/Hobby

 
Lectures/Seminars/Workshops

 
Community Events

 
Holiday

All Events These Weeks 

 
To search all 11,000 events listed in the calendar, click here.
 
To subscribe to the weekly eCalendar, click here.
 
 
EVENT ORGANIZERS:
 

●     Submit an Event: 
Add or edit your event ’s information.

●     Sell Tickets Online:  
Allow your attendees the convenience of purchasing tickets online.

http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=CEFES&keyword%5B%5D=All&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=CEMTD&keyword%5B%5D=All&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=CEMTD&keyword%5B%5D=All&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07/12/2007&end=08/02/2007&name=&type%5B%5D=CEMUS&caller=events&keyword%5B%5D=All&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07/12/2007&end=08/02/2007&name=&type%5B%5D=CEMUS&caller=events&keyword%5B%5D=All&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07/12/2007&end=08/02/2007&name=&type%5B%5D=CENTS&caller=events&keyword%5B%5D=All&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07/12/2007&end=08/02/2007&name=&type%5B%5D=CENTS&caller=events&keyword%5B%5D=All&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=All&keyword%5B%5D=SPORT&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=All&keyword%5B%5D=SPORT&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=All&keyword%5B%5D=SPORT&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=All&keyword%5B%5D=SPORT&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=All&keyword%5B%5D=SEMINAR&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=All&keyword%5B%5D=SEMINAR&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=All&keyword%5B%5D=COMMUNITY&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=All&keyword%5B%5D=COMMUNITY&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=CEHOL&keyword%5B%5D=All&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=07%2F12%2F2007&end=08%2F02%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=CEHOL&keyword%5B%5D=All&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durham-nc.com/visitors/results_events.php?start=06%2F19%2F2007&end=07%2F10%2F2007&name=&type%5B%5D=All&keyword%5B%5D=All&location%5B%5D=All&search=Search
http://www.durhameventcalendar.com/
http://www.dcvb-nc.com/vic/emails/subscribe.asp
http://websurveyor.net/wsb.dll/7483/DurhamCommunityCalendar.htm
http://dcvb-nc.com/comm/EtixHandout.pdf
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Factoid
 

Changing Demographics       

Generation Group Average Age In:

2000 2005 2010 2020 2030 2040
War Generation (1900-1924) 80 85 90 95 100  

Silent Generation (1925-1942) 65 70 75 85 95 105

Baby Boom Generation (1943-1960) 47 53 58 68 78 88

Generation X (1961-1981) 29 34 39 49 59 69

Generation Y (1982-2000) 8 13 18 28 38 48

By 2010, 50% of all Americans will be over 40.

Source: Randall Travel Marketing
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